INFLUENCE  OF  CHRISTIANITY.                        53.
Everyone who knows the history of slavery in America knows how the female slaves had their children born to their masters torn from them, and how you absolutely thus found the father selling his own daughter, and the brother selling his own sister. If you turn to the false prophet, Mahomet,. you find him saying: "Whoso among you hath not means sufficient that he may marry free women who are believers, let him marry with such of your maidservants whom your right hands possess, as are true believers. . . . Ye are the one from the other; therefore marry them with the consent of their masters, and give them their dower according to justice " (Koran, chap. iv.). And again : " And unto such of your slaves as desire a written instrument allowing them to redeem themselves on paying a certain sum, write one if ye know good in them; and give them of the riches of God, which he hath given you. And compel not your maidservants to prostitute themselves, if they be willing to live chastely" (Ibid, chap. xxiv.). This is not Christian teaching, but it is the teaching of the heretic ; but I will ask you to contrast that with the teaching you will find in the Book of Exodus. You will find there that a man may sell his own daughter, and that having taken a wife from those who may have been taken captive, he may, if it suits him, send her away if he does not care for her any longer. And then you find Moses saying that the slave is the owner's " money." There is a striking resemblance between the teaching of Moses and the practice in Christian lands; but it is alleged by Mr. Hatchard that it was Christian feeling and Christian teaching which opposed slavery in the Southern States of America. That is rather a rash statement to make in a hall which is filled with those who know that Christians were opponents of the abolition of slavery, and are acquainted with the general testimony which comes to us from all directions. I take a quotation from an admirable article lately written for the N, B. by one of our vice-presidents, Mr. Symes : " The Charleston Union Presbytery, 7th April, 1836, 'Resolved, that in the opinion of this Presbyter}7, the holding of slaves, so far from being a sin in the sight of God, is nowhere condemned in his holy word : that it is in accordance with the example* and consistent with the precepts of patriarchs, apostles and prophets,' etc. The Missionary Society of the South Carolina Conference of